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Oc inf here, a the time : when; 
place where, and manner how Preecing 
was invented z-lcriir:fufhce ro ſpeak of 

the time of its! hither; he en- 
 eerrainment ir kad here; the, progreſs ir 
made, the abuſes i bark offered, ang hn eliza 
ment (under favour). ir ooght to have 


* Job» Stow in/his dnnals, pc4047telisws, tharit was 
brought” i into 


Exglandby one willamCattona Mercer 
of Londbn, , «civics Anne Dom; 147 x which -wasahe 


eleventh year of che'Reign of Bavanidche Cant 
 Hiher being come, y0uey ſuebouetatces 


- 


.. "*% 


& 
/ 
4 


% a. of - M . FI - 1 # o 
o IN FR PU a . FP TOE , 4 , - hs 
. - 
, - 
” 
_—. 


os chat Age elicemed ir, by the reception they 


4 irs Hor peraitrihg*ir to rake-bp FF abode mm 
cotmmon*and ordinary houſes, but receiving it into 
theix Nonalterijes, as if «beyirended tomake it a 
partof their own {iudies ; which it ſeems they did 
jor ſome time, it being pragt -» bong onely in the Ab- * 
by of S, Petey in Weſtmefter, in that of S, Auſfr;s 
in Caxterhury, S. Algans, and others. _ ; 

Thus cOrj! ved thirtcen years, or thereabaur , 
without ny 


derable improverfient;-as'to Exghſh- 
men, Andtherefore (that ſuch a Talent might no 
longer lie hidden as it were in a'Napkin, bur be em- 
ployed for common good) inthe firlt year gf King 
Richard thethird, 4n an AQ -* 2 gar Fer made '( a- 
mongkt other.thifgs) tor reſtraint ot. Aliensfrom ye 
ſing any Handy-crafts hcre(exceprt as ſervants to Na- 
tives) a fpecial Proviſo! was/anſerted , That ſtran- 
Rers mk bring Fiore Sy Fe of eine = at 
their rex pndtxecrgi(c it. of Bri ere, 
any eo toke ry « dane: ety 


& > chEconrt 
ing: and thisdone (as 1s intimated in the Pream- 
ble of the Ae of 25.H.8. for repealing the ſaid 
Proviſo) nor onely that the Kingdom might notawa; 
the benefit of fo-excellent an Ioyebuon, bu 
Natives might cherebygaio ag tafigh jntp? 
Aud-Engl:ſb-men provinig:good: proficients, i 
ſpaceof thirty years they were grown ſo numerous, 
as tafurniſhtbeKingdom with Books z and ſoskil- 


full, as ro Primethemaswellas. any beyond the.Sogs ; 


as:25\ arched bythe (aid Aﬀtat. 25 H. 8. which.a- 
brogates the ſaid Proviſeior thatregſon. , Andthe 
berter to enoourage.aniblecugeithe Native Printers in 


che exerciſed} ajicit new-acquire Faculty: (as alſo 


the 


_ (3) | 

the Book -Binders')- it was in- the ſaid Statute further 
Ena@ed, thar if / any. perſon bought forreign Books 
bonnd, he Could; pay 6s. -- 8 d. per.Book for every 
Book ſo bought: the like for any that bought any 


| Printed Books of firangers, except in groſs : with a 


Proviſo againſt the inhanſing the prices of Books, as 
in that Stamite at largeappears. + | 
Thus we fee that Printing was received into'the 
Church in its infancie inthis Nation ; where having 
been nurſed till it could creep abroad, the King and 
Stare took care of it whenabroad 2 wing firangers.as 
Crucches'to fupport' ic when weak, and {ecuring,ir 
when ſtrengthned, from being beaten with'the ſame. 
Printing being thus improved , and fecured'from 
forrein invaſion, it continued for many years tn the 
hands of Engliſb-mer at large. But afterwards, in the 
31and 4 years of Philipand Mary, they wete con- 
corporated ther with Stationers, or Bo lers, 
by the name of The Company of: Stat roners, | CON- 
ſtitution; and concorporation, alcthoughitwere with- 
out doubt made iri favour. of Printers, ang.tor their 
encouragement: and: ſecurity { afrer the example of 
former Kings, as before is ſhewen ) yet, where inte- 
reſt and prejudice ſwayes not, it will be: judged ra- 
ther deſtru@ive and milthievons then otherwiſe, by 
any that underſtand'the.cafe; atleafty if perhaps ir 
might conduce 'to their well-being then , when'the 


Book-ſellers were very few, and ns inconſiderable, 


and-fſo nate. m—_ wn the Rc: 
even, yea, to turnthe. Icaie wi nz. yet, thecaſce 
being nk much alrevedk gbecomfirmiiarevahir aid 
to be changed : and Printers being ( as aforeſaid) 
freed from the intruſions of T_+ in'Nations,fhould 
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W) 
noe(-ih reaſony be enflaved by the enctoachnents of 
Natives,” nor ſuffer that which was intended for their 
benefit, tormrntortheir deftruftion;; and fo loſe the 
fruition. of the good defigned by the ſeveral Lawes 
made in their favour, and withont doube intended by 
cet Chareee?e5 Hf oe mien fin ot fr nt 
I ſay, now the caſe 'w altered*s for whereas when. 
the Grant was made, Book-fellers were very tew, (as 
indeed they have been: within mans memory ) and 
thoſe few hot conſiderable (nor could they, in re- 
&2rd that all: antient Books of worth were Printers 
Copies) now'they are multiplied excecdingly (how 
much in ſolong a time, we'may gheſs by whar we , .. 
have ſcen in our ſhort time : ) and whereas ar firſt 
they were but as an Appendix tothe Printers, and 
(as T6 ors buc.to'make up a number ; now 


chey areprown ſo bulkie” arid numerous '(rogether 
with of ſeveralother Trades thar they have ta- 


ken iny and ſo conſiderable withal, (bei _— ENe 
riched by Ptinters impoveriſhmenc, and chicfly built 
ppon rhetr' ruines) thatthere/ is hardlyone Printer 
to ren orhers: that' have a ſhare” in the Govern- 
1 ment of _— OLOOTTy and thoſe:that have, ei- . 
c t ther dare. not ſtand for the Inrereſt of Printing, for 
T fear of lofing's VVork- Maſtery or will nor, becauſe 
they have ab inferelt among them: ;:or it.they.do, 
ir fignifies 'nothipg ," in fnoh a diſparicy ot num- 
ber, ? *F $i | b 5 
But they may objeA,, why ſhould you envy our 
peviperiofng prudgour ourgrowth > why tid ye nor 
took better to your felves, updkeep whar ye had'got- 
Tothisobje&ion Priiters may anſwer, That though 
| —_ | they 


G6) 
they onght 10t t0-e1vy of at the p 
other (no, nor of the witked) yer they ot 
te& their own , nor ſuffer themſelves ro 


Joun by the inſolence of others. And a for Toth 


ing to themſelves, they might have done ir, had t 
been by themſelves: bur being yak'd rothe Bookfe 
ters, and having no other'ſu 
it hath proved a broken ſtaff, and like the reed'of E- 
gypt, which whillt Printers have leaged upon, it hath 
pterced them thorow. - For when other Arrificers 
could rergin cheir freedom , and enjoy their immuni- 
ties ," notwithſtanding the confulions of the late dif- 
 , orderly times, the Printers were the onely men 1ia- 
| ble co irregularities among themſelves, and ufurpati- 
" 6n$and intrufions from others ; while the Stationers. 
- ( who have gorthe Rule by ſuch means as aforeſaid ) 
either would not or could nor afford any redreſs, or 
vſe means to repreſs or prevent any diforder : -( yet 
never failedroexad their accuſtomed pretended dues 
fromallfuch theirmembers, to the urmoſt;Y. . Yea,ſo 
far. were chey ffomredreſfing the Prinreys w Wes 
or vindicating their rights ;' Gor ſome of themſelves 
took upon themſelves the exerciſe of their fun&ion x 
and: as if _ has \adrbort eaoy , One that was a 
torremer , no relation ti this or any other 
wade, had: a nr give him graza, wo enable him 
to uſurp the nave of the Printers calling. «And 
at laſt , to compleat the abuſe , and to cnequrage 0- 
thers in thelike,cheyeret 2 Primting-houſeby # jOynr 
Rock ofttheirown, and call ir, The ITT ; 
wherein -( for ſe rs) they rob'd"thie lawfwn. 
Printers of as muchot their employrnen® as would 
have maintained many. of their families, -Which. 


example 


port but their authoriry; 


+ 


(6) 
example of theirs , was after followed by a perſon as 
extrancous,by the ereQion of anotherPrinting: houſes 
which although ic were to a noble end, was no leſs ir- 
regular, and injurious co Printers : whom yer Prin- 
ters cannot blame, ſince all their fences being tro- 
den down, even by ſuch as ought to have upheld and: 
repaired chem , no marvel if ſtrangers miſtook their 
Paſture for a Common, Yea, by theſe means their 
whole tribe were grown to ſuch a height of infolen- 
cie, thatif a Printer preſumed to contend with them 
about the price of work, and would not take their 
rates, the meaneſt of them would menace him with 
baving a Printing-houſe of his own. 

Thus it was with Printers; and being thus, no 
marvel they are reduced to ſuch a paſs as they are, 
For whereas formerly (even in the lalk age) they were 
Aldermens fellows, and lived above the temprations. 
of a neceffitous condition z now ( except one or twQ 
of the old ſtock, and a few others that raiſed them- 
ſelves by the late times ) they are ſo far from having 
conſiderable eſtates, that they can hardly. fubfiſt-1n 
credit to maintaintheir families, Neither canit be 
otherwiſe, when they that ſhould have upheld them, 
have not onely ſuffered them to fall , yea thus pulled 
them down with both their hands s+ bur left rhey 
_ ſhouldriſc again, continue by all means to keepthem 
down , in theabridging of their prices, and the un- 
certainty of their payments, 
 Ahd thus come Printers to be chous'd (as they 
call their over-reaching oneangher.) of all.che molk 
con{iderable Copies': for finge rbeſe diſorders, when 
an ancient Maſter-Printer died, and his Copies were 
, Expoſed toſale , few or.none of: the young ones were 


of 


o-abiliry to deal for ther, 'por indeed for'any otficr. 
So that theBookſellers haviiig engros'dalmolt alllix is 
becomea queſtion among them, whether a Prititer 
ought to have any Copy ornd: orit he bave, they 
(keeping the Regiſter) will hargly enter-it 5 of if they 
do; 'they and their act g- will uſeall means co 
diſparage it, if aot:down-right.counrerteit ir, - - - - 
Itirbeſaid (as they commonly do) ' that they had 
not power to: prevent or redreſs the irregulariries of 
Princing;or to keepout intruders z it may bean{wer- 
ed, Tharthey had power-. (if they had:nor wanted 
fomething elſe ) not to have done that themſelves, 
which they.gaul 1 not help in others. Bur had the 
not power how then could they demand or exp 
obedience #:.. If ProteRtion and Subje&ion are reci- 
procal,”they that cannor afford the one, ought nor ro + | 
cxaGrthe other, a 
But they may ſay what they will , we cc and feel} 
what they have done. And now I leave it to the con- 
fiiderationef all unintereſted perſons, whether thoſe 
chat foethe rime paſt haverthus improved theirop- 
portumity of tyrannizing over Printers, oughrxo have 
the Government of chem for the furure, when the like 
opportunity cannot be wanting ,asthe contiiturion 
now1s$, they havinggarten the ſtarrof them boch as 
ro-nutnberandieſtares.. ' . Yeazas to number,they may; 
if they plcaſc ſtill increaſe adspfiniturs.y which Prin-- 
rs cannot , but muſt lic under a:reſtraintin that re- 
| ſpe@&; which is no ſmallargumegrof che abſurdity 
erp neo cone —_ nNCO! m—_ _ 
21l found Bogies ,*: WO | wth is1n af 
bers proportionable ; : ani tle is otherwiſe; iris 


© Bab. 


(L) 


But more-particularly : chereare twothingsthat 
render any man or men" uncapableof truſt or over- 


ſight. 
| #5 | re inthe thing entruſted, 
_ 3. Acontraryintereſt thereunto. 
That the Starioners or Baoakſcllets are incapable of 
the Ruleof Printers uponboth theſe accounts, is not 
hard toevince. C | 

For the firſt : They'muſt needs be ignorant of 

Printing , becauſe never inſtructed init, .orbrought 
up to it. For the manifold myſterirs of that exquiiite 
Artare not focafily diſcovered z or ſo quickly made 
praQicable , but that the time of an Apprentiſhip is 
little enough for the acquiſitionof the ſame. 
_ - Andthis want of — the Art, incapa- 
c teites them to govern the Artiſts , upon :a/ double ac- 
count ; fince a more then ordinary infpe&ion ought 
20 be made into ir, for rwo Reaſons. 

I. Becauſe the Art it (elf is more then ordinarily 
curious, inſomuch that many of thoſe that have ſer- 
ved Apprentiſhips toit, and ſpent years in the 
praQiceof ir, are yet toſcek in the material re- 
quiſites of a good workman.- But if wegrant itto 
be but ordinary, ſurely ir is not ſo mean, as ro be de- 
veſted of that priviledge whichallorher Societies en- 
joyz witneſs the cuſtom of 'Loxdex, ' Butir is abſurd 
and ridiculous for any to have the ruleor overſight of 
that which they have no inſight in: as well may a 
blinde man judgegf colours, or deafman of ſoutids. 
A controverfic ariſe betwixr Artiſt and Artiſt, 
which referr'd ro-thoſerhas z/ mighe' prevene 
vexatious Law-fuisz: bur it the Governours under- 
and not the thing in difference, how can they decide 
thEcontroverſic > | 2, Printing 


TIT. "Oe" | 


lions; :andto remove ſuch t 


_ theoverſighrot thePreſs like:to f 
-whenthey rthar arc onely Aaron re bavc 
'no ' hand. therein, -þutat r lia 


Fi : 
» 


- 2, Pecinting requires amore then ordinary-inſpe- 
Aion becauſe of F0 ag influence:it harhupanthe 
Publike peace and ſafety, which is very much endan- 
gered by-irs irregularicy , and which ought by all 
means poſſible to be preſerved. Now by how much 
the more evil or danger there is inthe, miſcarriage of 
a buſineſs, ſo much more care ought tobe had inthe 
management of that buſineſs : and the nor due inſpe- 
Etion of Printing being of ſuch dangerous conſe- 
quence, ſurely ir ought ro be commitred tothem thar 
have the moſt perfe& underſtanding thereaf, and nor 
to thoſe that can pretend to no knowledge there- 
In, 

Bur to ſalve this, they ſay, We take Printers with 
us when we go to ſearch; ( whereby ( by the way 
they acknowledge their own infufficiencie.) | :./ 

That frequent and diligent ſearching and over- 
looking of Printing-houſes, tis the onely way to keep 
Printing in order, I think cannot bedenied. And 
ſince this. cannot be done without Printers ,. why 
ſh>uld nor they onely beentruſted; cherewith 2.2  A- 


gain, inmatcers of greaerrilt , it is notienaughtbat 


a perſon skilled in the affairs entruſtedz be.employed 


therein; that perſon muſt alſo receiveſuitable coun- 
renance and encouragement in the diſcharge of bis 
rruſt;, orir may juſily:/betcated aigtaithth 


ſoon fail; und ce the Law api EChiipmnarh 
made proviſior'in all like caſes , .togitt off ſuch gcea- 


ions , the better to 
is the prod gf 
ed, 


ſecure the end of the truſt, Agnd' 


intment:of ſuch 


Ty, 
es bJb 5: 


(to) - "R 


whoſe intereſt it is:to keepboth Printing and Prin- 
cers in confuſion and diſorder All men naturally 
as free Agents propound ſome benefit to- ariſe from 
all cheir aRions, which is the-morive to their thorow 
and ready performanceot {uch ations. But when 
they can-propound no ſuchend ro themſelves, they ei- 
ther donor a& ar all, or no further then they azc 
torced ; eſpecially if ir be fo far from procuring be- 
nefit, that itbrings miſchict with it : as in ourcaſc, 
ſhould Printers (as now conſtituted) uſe their utmoſt 
Skill and-care in diſcovering the abuſes of the Preſs, 
the Stationers would have the credit and honour of 
it, and be reckoned the onely loyal and induſtrious 
men ;z and thereypon get new praviledges , together 
with the tonfirmarion of their old 3, and the Printers 
ſo far from being benefited by'it , that it would onely 
che better:enable the Sratianers to keep them under, 

_ - Andtrulyrhe caſe being thus , here is not onely a 
temptation; bura ground for Printers (felt-preſerva= 
tios being natural) to do the work either not at 
al, of bor'byhalfs. - |: 

Burtortrivar may beifaudt, They may employ fowe 
certain Primtcr;gwing him good encouragment,eithcr 
t0accompany them intheirſ{earches,orto go alone. 
'.'!To which 1anſwerr ; This were mercenary ,:and 
kerewoindibe place forbribmg; (and he that fees 
larceidg ifhguid-be'the mot pared j1ror che ofrneſt 
have predincelligence of ſcarches,coevade them, And 
thixgkautdbe 4ar.zamgogh fromaniwering the end of 
R _ mans {17 5:2 10 bo 29 <0 5 
53 | aybeobjchea, I ye wauldhave vet 
thet Searioters;rhor Sravionersa af mans urban 
nebalone; who fhoulÞbe emplgyed: inthe over-fight 
*tPtinting > ..) 
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.* 
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Anſw, 


(1) 


Anſw, 1 would have the over-fighg. of Pcintin 
_ ro Printers onely ; ——_ {9., 4 | 
co Printers as Printers, and not to PrinterFas Statio- 
ners. 

Two reaſons enforce this : the firſt reſpe&ing the 
preventionof Printing ſcandalous and miſ{chie- 
vous Books; the orher regarding the better Prin- 
ting of all Books. 


. For the firſt, ichath been ſhewed already how in- 
eftecual ir is for any other but Artiſts to rake the 0- 
verfight of Printing , and how caſily the inſpe- 
Qivn of ſtrangers may be eluded by any that have a 
minde to make a finifter uſe of that Arr z and like- 
wiſe how little better ir is to call Printers to the afſh- 
ſtance of others, fince they arelike to be but cold in 
their ſcrutiny , when their diſcoveries ſhall redound | 
nothing to their own profit or zeputation, but to the 
advantage of- thoſe that call them , whoſe hands will 
be thereby the moreſirengthned againſt chem. It hath 
been ſhewed alſo how much leſs available it will be 
ro employ a Mercenary in the caſe, So that Blaſphe- 
my againſt God, and Treaſon againſt the King ; . Er- 
rour and Herefie in the Church, and Fa&ion and Se- 
dition in the State , may ſtill be ( as it is and hath 
been) broached and fomented by the Preſs, for any 
thing to the contrary can be done by the preſent eſta- 
bliſhmenr, wherein they that onely have the capaci- 
ty, have neither authority nor encouragement to dif- 
covet and prevent fuch abuſes ; I mean, the Printexs, 
who were they encouraged, as they are anely able, ſc 
they would be engaged both in Honour: ps Intereſt 
to be fairhful inthe args thereof, 

: I, In 


(12) 

1, Inhonoyr : it would free them from themany 
clamouts ghar lie againſt them,For ar the firſt fight of 
anything 1n print that is offenſive, who is cryed our 
upon but the Printer , yea, all Printers, as if they 
were the moſt wretched of men! So yhat it 15 almoſt a 
ſhame to own that moſt noble Proteflion. VWhercas 
indeed (as now) Printers are not Printers that is, 
they have no power as a Socicty to rectifhe dijorders 
inPrinting z and ſo bear che blame of that they can- 
nor help. Beſides, ſuch enormirics are generally 
commitrred by ſuchas have irregularly crept into the 
cxerciſeof the Art, inthe want of a due eſtabliſh- 
ment; neither do ſuch rranſ{zreflors ever want en- 
couragers to begin , or chapmen to vend ſuch ware 
when finiſhed, among the Stationers. 

2, It would be tor the intereſt of Printers to keep: 
their Faculty in due order , fince it would both pre- 

- vent their damage , and procure them again : borh 

which concern Printers in this caſe, 

s 
x. It would prevent the damage that might ac- 
crue by the difpleaſure or diſobligement-of the King 
that entruſts theryz who in caſe of failer might re- 
fume his power, or exact ſuch Fines as might be made 
the condition of their ſtanding. 

- », Tr would procure the gain of the Kings fa- 
*Pro.14.35 YOUT (which Solomon tells us whar ig 1s *) whereby ir 
' 16.15. tS hoped fuch further priviledges and immuniues 
19.12 might be obtained, as might ſer both Art and Artiſts 
above thar-diſdain and contumely under which ifand 
they are nowſubje&ed ; ſorharof contemprble, it 


| and ſuch as are free of it, may be free indeed, and 
Y not 


may- become honourable ;z of deſpicable, deſirable; 


—}_ Or _- - 


thar eſca; 


(22) 
not manumitted (as of late) from the ferviceof one 
Maſter, tothe ſlavery of many Tyrants. 

For, it Stationers have obtained ſo many and grear 
favours upon the account of Printing ( which yer 
they have not in any meaſure been able ro manage to- 
the promoting ot the Kings intereſt ) much more 
ſhall rhe Artifis themſelves finde favour with his 
Majeſty, when chey ſhall be in a capacity to give te- 
ſtimony of their abilities, uſefulneſs and diligence in. 
thar ſervice, and the preſervation of the peace of the 
Kingdom, whercin t..e well managemcnr of their 
Art is ſo much concerned, 

Again, as it is the onely cfteQual way for the pre- 
vention or diſcovery. of evil and miſchievous Books ;, 
{o alſo.ro procure the well doing of all Books. Therc is 
a clamour (and that nor unjuſtly ) againſt Exgliſh 
Printing, becauſe we- Print nor (o well here as they. 
beyond the Seas, Many reaſons are afſign'd, Some 
faulc the Paper, and ſome the Ink ; ſome ſay ir is in 
the Water, others in the Letter; and a third forr,. in 
the VWorkmen : bur it ſeems to be taken for granted 
by all,;to be impoſſible to Print here ſo well as there z 
whereas the detec is nor neceſſary, but accidental, Ir. 
15 granted, rhat the generality of our Printing falls. 
ſhore of theirs beyond Sea. Bur that it. muſt neceſſarily 
do fo, ] deny ; foraſmuch as ſome of our Printing ar. 
this day equals theirs; and the generality came not 
ſhore of chem in former times,even in the infancie of 
Printing in E:glarg, as is witneſſed by that Statute of 
25 H,8, Sothat the fault lies not inthe things be- 


fore alleaged, bur in ſomething elſe, even in the want. 


ot encouragement, and due looking to, For,, thoſe 
i uR by.our diſorders, and are. in. a.ca- 


pacity. 


014) 

pacity to undertake generous defigns in Printing, car- 
ry them on as credibly and as gracefully now, as any 
beyond Sea ; andfomnight the reſt, were they in the 
like condition, But the Stationers having ufur 
our Calling, and wa 2 yea hired others ſoto 
do, and thereby encreaſed our number beyond mea- 
ſure, and conſequently brought our rates ſo low, as 
not to afford good Materials, or engage good Work- 
men ; hence comes Printing to be at this paſs. Which 
they regard not ; for the moſt of them little regard 
how ill their work be donezſo it be cheap done. 

Now as a due eſtabliſhment of Printers upon a 
right ground would put them in a better capacity of 
obtaining Materials and ſuitable requiſites for their 
Calling : ſo would it enabie thoſe ro whom the over- 
ſight ſhould fall, from time to time,to look after ſuch 
as are ignorant, careleſs, or nefligent in the duties of 

cheir Calling, &Y 


Thus having ſhewed the Stationers ignorance in 
Printing, and conſequently their incapacity of the 0- 
verſight thereof:let us now conſider their intereſt;and 
if that be found to oppoſe the good both of Printing 
and Printers , I think there needs.no other Argument 
( had we no more ) to prove them unfit ro be Gover- 
nours in the caſe, I might inſtance 1n ſeveral. parti- 
culars wherein the Intereſt of Stationers (1 mean 
Book(ellers,who are the moſt confiderable,and chiet- 
ly intended here) oppoſes that of Printers : yea, it is 
hard to inſtance in one particular wherein their inte- 
reſts agree, But this one conſideration may ſuffice , 
Thar they ſtand related to each other, as the Buyer 
co the Seller : and as reaſonably (in my judgement ) 

may 


_ 
may the Buyet have the Rule of the Seller , as the 
Pole powen che Printer. 


Neicher can it be reaſonably ſaid to be an ambi- 
tious humour or afte&ation in Printers,to deſire their 
own Rule and Government, any more then it may 
be ſaid ro be .pride in a Houſholder to deſire the go- 
vernment of -his own houſhold ; or ambition in one 
that hath ſerved his Apprentiſhip, to deſire his free- 
dom, Indeed, did they aim at dominecring over 
others , whoſe perſons are out of their juriſdiction , 


and whoſe affairs are above their underſtanding , , 
this were reprovable : and yet this is the great deſign 


of the Stationers, in reference to Printers ; and they 
rake it for great preſumprion in the Printers, to go 
about to oppole their deſign, tn procuring their own 
freedom ; calling it breach of Oath : as if becauſe of 
our Qath,we mult lie down under all their abuſesand 
oppreſſions without ſeeking redreſs ; wherein yer we 
rake not upon us to be our own Judges, but reter our 
caufe rothe ſame power that gave them theirs, who 
may reſume or abridge the fame upon miſuſer , at 
their pleaſure, 

And whereas it was urged once before the Lords, 
that Printers werethe Mechanick part of theCompa- 
 By;and ſounfir to rule ; let:the import of the word be 
confidered,and it will be found to bear no fuch flight 
ſignification as that Gentlemanavas pleaſed to-put 
uponat. For beſides that, a conſiderable branch of 
he noble, Science Mathemacical (wiz,the Art of mo. 
vibg greatweights) goes under that denomination ;; 
it 4t-be taken for Manual Arts, or handy-Crafts, yer 


iis |to be underſtood of ſuch .as require ingenuity 


of 
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” Generaliter of the minde, as well as laþour of th&hand ; as the 


: . 
co90 tent learned Scapuls obſerves upon the word aarywns;. 


eur opifex Bur ler them be ſuppoſed to be Mechanicks in his 
corn 0'= fenfſe, that is,ſuch as are below the grandeur of Shop- 
Sens mul KCEPErS z mult they nor therefore have the manage- 
& manu fi- ment of their own Afﬀairs > hath not the meaneſt 
«1. $c3P* Subject as great a command in his own Family and 
Aﬀairs, as the greateſt Lord in his > Bur the Gen- 
tleman miſs-pur the caſe, as if tte Printers aimed ar 
che Rule of the Stationers ; whereas they onely aim 
ar their own freedom, and the reaping the like fruits 
of their {ervitude with other thcir. tellow-Subjc&s 
and Citizens, 
Nor ſhould Mechanicks or Handy- Crafts be fo 
lightly eſteemed, when the Law hath ſo great a re- 
gard tor them, and makes ſo manifold Proviſion for 
their improvement, andthe en of Ma- 
nuta@ors; witneſs the many Statutes about the VWeg- 
vers of Norwich , more concerning Clothiers : an an- 
cient Decree about Cordwayners,and many Statutes 
thereupon : Barbers and Chirurgeons united , for 
murcual benefit : Clothiers to be overſcenby the Lord 
Maior, and incorporated : Brewers and Sope-makers 
not to make their own Barrels, but the Coopers : 
Plaiſterer and Patnter not to 1intrench upon each o- 
ther; nor Carpenter and Joyner. Indeed, .jt were 
cndlefs ro enumerate the Statutes and Deerces made 
in tavour of ManufaQors, to protc& them from. diſ- 
orders and abuſes; to which end the meaneſt have 
been pur intodiſtin@ aſſociations, and impowred to 
make: by-Lawes for their better ſubſiſtence. And for 
the encouragement of them all, there is a clauſe in 
the Statute of 5 Eliz, prohibiting any to uſe a Han- 


dy- 


OY 


dy-Crafy , that hath not ſerved ſeven years Appren- 
riſhip ro it, 

Neither was this care taken of them vgs? -- 
reaſon, ſince they are eſſentially neceſſary , 25 
Shop-keepers are but accidental, like ſuckers ſpring- 
ing out of the root of the former, For withour the 
Clothicr, where were the Draper > withour the Har- 
maker, where were the Haberdaſher > and witchour 
the Printer, where were the Book-ſeller > Yea, ha- 
ving the Clothicr , what need (neceſſarily) is there 
of the Draper 2 having the Hat-maker, what neceſ- 
ſicy of che Haberdaſher> and having the Printer, no 
_ of wanting Books, though there were no Book- 

eller, 

But ir may be alleadged, that the preſent Conſti- 
tution is ancient, and therefore nor to be altered. 

I anſwer : If evil, the older the worſe : neither are 
there examples wanting of the change or ſuppreſſion 
of more ancient Conſtitutions then this , when once = 
they have proved injurious or uſeleſs. Nor is this 
the firſt time the preſent, Conſtitution of Printers 
hath been complained of as a grievance : for our 
forefathers ( many years ſince , even when Printers 
had not experimented a tythe of what they now ſuf- 
fer) did the like in their time, as appears by ſome of 
their Papers yer Extant , and the teſtimony of per- 
ſons till living. | 

Beſides, we want not examples (both former and 
later) of the diviſion or ſeparation of one part of a 
Company from the other , when their. conjunRion 
hath been found inconvenient or 1njurious, - 
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TY Ur becauſc Printing and Printers have fo light 
2 Y ancſteem, and ſuch harſh uſage in this age, 

intomuch thar neither it nor they finde like reſpe&t 
3 or care with the meaneſt \pf Occupations z let us 
| examine whether ir deſerve no berter : and herein we 
2 will notbe our own Judges, bur refer the marrerto 
4 ; the Learned, who are both competent , and capable 
£ of the decifion, Among whom, we ſhall onely give 
| you ſuch as have already come to hand ; not doubt- 
ing bur many others bear witneſs ro the ſame, of 
witch a furure account may be given, 


| . Dr. Hakewil , in his Apologre of the powey and provi- 
| dence of Godin the government of the world ,, ( p. 316.) 
® ercating of divers artificial: works.and inventions of 
; the later Ages, matchable with thoſe of the Ancienrs, 


tnfaſts chiefly on Printing, Guns, andthe Sea-Chard 
or Mariners Compals ; of which he brings in Car- 
dane {ſpeaking thus: Hutribm tota Amtiquitas nihil par 
babers thartall Antiquity hath nothing:equalito them, 
But he cires Budin ſpeaking bigher,#naTypographia curn 
4 ommbus omnum veterum. invents certare facile poteſt : 
4 Thar Printing-alone- may.contend for the prize with 
kT themiall, Healleadges likewifc Folydore Firgil, who 
{ having ſpoken of the Ancients famous Libraries, 


SF: addes thus: Fat zUud omnimne magnum mortalibus mu- 

aus, fed nequaquam conterendum cum boc, &c, i.e, That 
| was.indeeda great. benefit to mankinde,, bur 'norto 
be compared with this which. our Age harbytotind out 


{ | and cnjoyed,ſfincea new kinde of writing was brought. 
$0 lighe, and praQiſed ; by means whereot as much 
| _—_ 
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may beprinted by one man in-one day, 8$ couldbe 
written by many' in whole year or , as Sabellicas, 
as much as the readieſt Pen-man could well diſpatch 
in two years, He ſhews the benefir of Printing alſs 
by its redeeming Books out of the bondage of Mona- 
ſteries, where they were formerly confin'd,awhereby 
the Monks had opportunity to {ophiſticate them, and 
make them ſpeak their ſenſe : whence aroſe ſuch a 
confuſion in molt Authors , whereof Eraſmus com+ 
plains, both in his Preface to St, Auguftmes Works, 
and that to St, Hieromes, He further commends it for 
the fairneſs, and brings in Cardaze again, thus (peak- 
ing of it: Mira certa ars, qua mille chartarum une die 
Conficiuntar : nec facile eft judicare an 1m tanta facilitate 
ac celeritate pulchrizudo , an in tanta pulchritudine celeritas 
& facilitas, fit admiyabilter : 1,e, Anadmirable Art 
{ure it is,by which a thouſand ſheets may be diſpatche 
in oneday: neitheris ir eafie to judge whether in ſo 
great cafineſ(s and quickneſs of diſpatch the fatrneſs 
of the letter , or in rhe fairneſs of thelertercthequick- 
neſs of diſpatch and caſinefs thereof, be more to 
be wondred at, His laſt benefiraccruing by Prin- 
ting he places in the diſperſing of Books into abun- 
dant particular hands, fo thar-there can no-more 
be ſuch a decay of Learning by the ſpoyling -of burn- 
ing of Publike Libraries,as formerly, when Learning 
was ſtored np onely in them, He concludes thus : 
Since then by this means Books are become fairer , and 


| cheaper,  aniltyuey , endleſs ſabjeR 102 total periſhivg z 


and fince bythis\' rt, THE PRESERFER OF ARTS 
the ats and writings of worthy men are made famous, and 
commended to pofterity z it were 4 point of batnous ingra- 
titude to ſuffer the Inventor DOE to be buried i _— 
2 n 
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(20) | 
And ſo goes on to ſpeak of the Author of this Inventi- 
on:. which being not to my prefent purpoſe , I ſhall 
precermit for this rime. | 

Mr. Fox in his Martyrologie, (Vol. 1. p.926.) ha- 
ving diſcourſed of Printing, and ſhewed how that by 
means thereof upon its diſcovery the light of the Go- 
ſpel brake our in Germary, (whence it hath fince 
{pread into many Countries and Kingdomes ) ticks 
not to compare it to the Grfr of Tongues z {ince as the. 
knowledge of the Goſpel was ar firſt diſperſed by 
that, ſo now by this. 

I have feen a ſmall Book of ancient print, written 
by one Fohn. Payne then in the Low-countries, and di- 
reed to his triends of ſeveral facultics that uſed ro 
irequent the RoyalE xchangeLondon;wherein he gives 
chem all very ſober and Chriſtian counſel : among 
the reſt, he mentions Printers, acknowledging their 
Art profitable , excellgnt , and xeceſſary for Church and 
Commonwealth ;- and ts: God us to be praiſed forit , and 
prayed to for its better uſe and leſs abuſe. _ 

Nay , ſuch.fame hath it had in the world, that 
Countries have been ar ſirite about the honour of 
bringing forth the Invencor of ir : neicher is the que- 
ion very well reſolved yer, whether ut were High or 
Low Gerinany. And the Spaniard envying that either 
of them ſhould have the honour of it, pretends they 
borrowed jt from the Chineſes : which as it is no way 
probable, neither is the Ch:a-print in any meaſure 
comparable to ours for beauty: perieion ar ſpeed. 
Bur ( ſaith Sabnath ) Germania certeaxunquam fibs bane 
laude patietur extorgueri.. Hence Beroaldas, thus : 


Q@ 
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' O Germania muner is repertrix, 
Que nil utihus dedit yetuſtas, 
Libros ſcribere que doces premenab. 


Wirh whom agrees LaurentisValla, though an 
Italian : 
Abſtulerat Latio multss Germania libros, 
. Nunc multo plures redatdit trgents : 
Et quod ix toto quiſquam perſcriberet anno, 
Aunere German conficit una dies. 


Our Author having (ſpoken of the Inventor , and 
endeavoured to reconcile the differences about rhe 
perſons, Guttenberg and Fuft , who both pretend to itz 
gives to borh their commendation z and not to them 
onely, bur to ſuch as ſince have added to the grace and 
perfeRion of itz aS Aladus Minutius , Opertyns , Ra- 
phelengius, Plantin, Frobentus., and the Stephens, who 
9 6A Printers tor four Qenerations ſucceſſive- 
ly : quibus plus debet Chrifttanus orbis, quam cuiquam for- See more to 
tiſs:morum bells ducum ob propag atos fines patria debuit un- = purpoſe e 

. . ; igh's 
quam , ſaich Thuarus, Upon the ſaid Aldus of Venice, Falix 
the Reverend Beza hath beſtowed a Copie of Latine Conſort. 
Verſes, As for Plantin, his very Printing-houſe was 7555; 
counted The eighth Wonder of the world, tor the great Book of 
variety and multiplicity of his materials, Ang ur. is Manual | 
more then probable, that the great eſteem and vene- publiſhed. 
ration: which our forefathers had of Printers and 
Printing, occafion'd the places. where they exerciſc 
heir fan&ion , to. be call'd not Shops Or Work-bouſes., 
as-in ordinary Trades , but Chappels, as they are to 


- 


this day, both here and in forraign parts, intumating 


their employment to have ſomething of divine.in ir. 
E In- 
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Indeed, it were endlefs to repeat what hath been 

written by learned men in praiſe of this noble Sci- 
ence , there having been whole Treartiſes of the ſame, 
I ſhall onely add a word or two. 

How grareful to the world was the invention of 
Letters, when they were no otterwiſe to be made le- 
gible but upon Pillars, and Bark of Trees > but how 
much more, when the uſe of Parchment was found 
our, and after, rhar of Paper, with the uſeof the Pen 
to write thereupon > And yet thar compared to 
this, is but asa Ruſh-candle to a Torchs butas a 
Candleunder a Buſhel, to one upon a Candleſtick. 
For Printing 1s as it were the Firmament , in whoſe 
Expanſion all the Luminaries of Learning and Are 
are made viſible to all above the Horizon of Litera- 
cure, 

Yea, Printing puts Books into every mans hand, 
whereby though we cannot praRiſe all things , we 
may try all things. Now the Divine cannor pin a- 
nothers Faith upon his ſleeve, and lead him implicite- 
ly, becauſe the Bible is at hand, whereby a man may 
ery whether what he ſaith be ſoor no. Nor can the 
Lawyer deviate ina cauſe , bur he may be diſcerned 
by a quick eye , by reaſon of that light which ſhines 
round about us in Books'of that Faculty. Neither 
can the Phyſitian preſcribe at random', withour be- 
ing diſcover'd by the ſame means. | 

"WM And whereas formerly the common people were 
K 5 entertained with feipned Tradirtons of the Legenda- 
Z4 ries, in ſtead of thoſe Divine Oracles of the Old and 
FF? New Teſtament ; and with like fabulous' tories of 
=—F Giants, &c. in ſtead of real Hiſtories : now the 
# have not onely the Bible , but Expoſttions thre , 
ring-. 
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(23) 
bringing it to their capacities , for their ſpiritual uſe 
and comfort ; and the civil cranſa&tions of former 
cimes lively repreſented, whereby they may imitate 
the good , and ſhun the evil, and furniſh themſelves 
with Notions and Difcourſes ſutable to. rational 
Creatures,  Andall his by the benefit of Printing. 

Yea,by this che Church of Rome hath received ſuch 
a wound , as ſhe will never beableto cure: for upon 
irs diſcovery, ſuch a lighthath broken forth,thar ma- 
ny Kingdoms and Countries that formerly had no 0- 
ener glimpſe bur-what proceeded from her Dark Lan- 
thorn , have hence received fo great Illumination, 
tharthey finde juſt occaſion to foriake her , notwwith- 
ſtanding her pretended Fnfallibility. 

By rhis alſoour modern Pretenders of new lights, 
are diſcovered to be onely Revivers of old Errours ; 
we having hereby the Ecclcfhaſtical Hiſtories of all 
former Ages, wherein we finde the Founders of thoſe 
Follies and Impieties wherein theſe ape them. 

To conclude , having given-you the opinions of the- 
Learied concerning Printirſt and Printers, let us 
wade a little into the difcovery of the uſage both ir. 
and rhey fmde in orher Countries, How it fares. 
with them in Frazxce, the Stationers themſclves inform: 
vs, ina Papercalled, The bumble Remonſtyance of the 
Company of Stationers,, ſigned by'one Henry Parker Eſq), 
whoſaith , That France eſpecially favours that Profeſsion 
and Trade of men, ( meaning Printers ; ) for there they: 
are above Mechanicks,and live in the Suburbs of Learning. 
And a little before , ſpeaking of Europe : The moxe c:- 
vil ( faith he) 2 plate # , thimbtretegardit hath to Prin- 
189g. Whence he proceeds tocommend the Payiſts,. 
as well where che Laquiſitioa isnotyas wheres. is, for 

theu 


(24) 
their ſirift Regulation of Printing , whereby their 
Charch is berter toreified , and the Artiſts more en- 


. couraged then ours, Nor are Printers without extra- 


ordinary priviledges in moſt cranſmarine parts, as in 


Italy, France, Spain, &c, where (as. if they were, 


Ehurch-men) they are exempred from thoſe ording- 
ry Taxes and Duties whereunto the reſt of the peo- 
pleare liable, Nay, ſo great a reſpe& have the Kings 
of France for this Arr, that for many years they have 
maintained the practice of it in their own Royal Pa- 
lace of the Loutre , at Pars; allowing the Artiſts a 
ſubſiſtence ſutable to cheir eminent place , and gene- 
rous employment : and in Spatz it is moſtly exerciſed 
in Monaſteries and Religious Houles to this day, as it 
was here ar its firſt arrival among us, as we have 
ſhewn inthe beginning, | 
Neither is it to be forgotten, that thoſe two great 


- Monarchs, the one of France, the other of Spazz, ſeem- 


ed to conceive themſelves not ſufficiently illuſtrious, 
unleſs they had eminently concerned themſelves in 
the encouragemenr of this Art; and therefore they 


took upon them the Patronage of thoſe famous Bibles 


in ſeveral Oriental Tongues , which paſs under their 
great Names to this day. 
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